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Signer Mussolini, justifiably satisfied about his British
front, began slowly to work up enthusiasm at home,
and to stiffen his attitude at Addis Ababa. In October,
1933, he warned off another possible poacher by violent
protests against some proposed economic concessions
to Japan. Three months later he objected to a sug-
gested marriage between a nephew of Haile Selassie
and a Japanese lady. The objection was presumably on
grounds of policy rather than of miscegenation. At any
rate it was sufficiently forceful to break off the match.

In Italy Signor Mussolini's speeches took a very
definite trend. Early in 1934 he began to talk about
* the natural expansion which ought to lead to a collabora-
tion between Italy and the peoples of Africa/ He
reminded a gathering of Fascists that it was Italy's
mission to civilize Africa, and that her position in -the
Mediterranean 'gave her this right and imposed this
duty upon her.* He dropped a not too gentle hint to
France and England by adding that he 'did not want
earlier arrivals to block her spiritual, political, and
economic expansion/ The order of these aspirations
is interesting. At this period Signor Mussolini was
apt to stress the religious aspect of his ambitions, for
he was carrying the Pope along with him and it was
only during the height of the trouble with the League
that he lost the Vatican's open support. While his
consuls were intriguing with Ras Gugsa the Italian
missionaries were sending their brightest converts to
the Ethiopian College at Rome.

By 1934 the Abyssinian venture had become an open
secret in all the chancelleries of Europe, but had not
aroused much public interest anywhere outside Italy
and, of course, Ethiopia itself. In July, 1934, Marshal
Badoglio visited Eritrea to study its * defences,* and by